Cetacean ldentification
The Dolphins

A species identification guide to the dolphins
species encountered by PIRO Hawali Longline
Observers.

Ver 7/05
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Dark V-shaped cape

Flipper to chin stripe

































Falcate dorsal
fin, 2/3 white
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Distinct crease

Overall gray body color
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Slender beak, w/ /M- Light gray
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Long narrow
beak

Eye-flipper stripe







Notice the slender beak of this Spinner dolphin.






Hawaiian Spinner Dolphins off Na Pali Coast




Hawaiian SpinnerIDoIphins off Na Pali Coast |










Shoulder blaze

Eye-anus stripe



















Small triangular

/ dorsal fin

Short beak

Wide eye-anus stripe
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Blunt head, no beak

Abundant scratches
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Risso’s Dolphin, juvenile
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PHOTO NMFS/PIAO Hawaii Longline Observer Program
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Tall dorsal fin
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White eye patch
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A pod of Orcas attacking a Gray whale cow and
her calf near Monterey Bay, CA. The calf ison it’s
mother’s back.


















dorsal view

ventral view
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